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Towards the end of dinner we heard a great noise out-
side, and my lieutenant came in to say that the peasants were
ready to defend me against the armed force which they
heard had come to carry me off to Corfu. I sent word to
reassure the brave fellows, and to give them a barrel of
wine, after which they went off, having first discharged
their guns in the air as a sign of devotion.
'All this is very funny/ said the adjutant, ebut it will
become tragic if you do not follow me; my duty compels
me to report exactly all your proceedings.'
CI will follow you if you will promise to set me at liberty
on disembarking at Corfu.'
CI have orders to consign you to M. Foscari in the
last&rde*
cYou will not execute those orders. Not this time. With
five hundred peasants I am not afraid of three thousand
men,'
cOne will be sufficient. All these men who seem so de-
voted to you cannot protect you against the one who will
be bribed to blow out your brains for a few pieces of gold.
I will even go further and say of all these Greeks there is
not one who would not assassinate you for twenty sequins.
Believe me, the best thing you can do is to return with me;
at Corfu you will triumph, you will be applauded and feted.
You will yourself tell of your mad freak, and you will be
laughed at and admired at one and the same time. Every
one esteems you, the general himself must esteem you, for
he cannot help remembering what you told him.'
'What has become of that wretched La Valeur?*
Tour days ago a frigate arrived; the despatches it brought
contained, no doubt, the necessary information, for the false
duke has disappeared; no one knows where he is, and no- one
dare ask, the general's mistake was too gross a one.'
'But after I thrashed him, was he received in the clubs?*
cHow can you ask such a question? Do you not remember
that he wore his sword, and never attempted to draw it. No
one would speak to him. You punished him terribly. His